Reviewing geriatric concerns with commonly used drugs.
The most important special consideration for drug use in the last years of life is that the medications prescribed do what is intended and do not contribute to morbidity or premature mortality. Key factors in appropriate use are reviewed for analgesics, anti-inflammatories, corticosteroids, thyroid drugs, anti-diabetic agents, digoxin, newer antiarrhythmics, beta-blockers, diuretics and potassium supplements, sympatholytic and vasodilatory antihypertensives, warfarin and heparin, anxiolytics, neuroleptics, anticonvulsants, antidepressants, antimicrobials, laxatives, gastrointestinal and bronchodilatory agents, and nutritional supplements and vitamins.